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High Notes

News for and about members of Trinity Episcopal Church, Mineral Point. W/

E onset of a new school year
prompts many feelings. It is good

to consider those formative years,
whether as a student, or parent, or
teacher. Often, these memories are
shrouded with fond nostalgia. A fur-
ther reflection may prompt less
pleasant feelings. There are too
many stories.

My interest is in the energy, physi-
cal, spiritual, and emotional, that it
takes to enter the school building at
the onset of the new school year. As
a culture, we invest a great deal of
energy to give impetus to this enter-
prise called “education”; witness
only the variety of times when stu-
dents and parents are invited to visit
the school and meet with the faculty
and staff, to move freely about the
building, and to become familiar
with the energy it will take to engage
the process.

Because it is a familiar process, we
may dismiss the energy required.
Because it is a familiar process, we do
well to consider how it is equally
applicable to church going.

“Welcoming the stranger” is a
popular maxim for congregations
seeking prospective members. Let
me consider some dynamics to this
maxim, particularly as we consider
the parallels in the beginning of the
new school year, and how it applies
to our life of faith.

Just like starting school, long be-
fore anyone places a hand on Trin-
ity's door there has been significant
investment of energy simply to arrive
at the door. Once the culture gave im-

petus to this effort. That is no longer
the case. Our cultural icon is the
“megachurch,” where, in large urban
areas, people may find a worship
experience with ease of entry and
exit, and litle personal commitment.

Our rural setting does not allow
this anonymity. The Trinity experi-
ence calls for immediate energy and
engagement, which is the good
news and the bad news. Just like
our memories of the first day of
school, we again become aware of
the “child” who remains in us,
regardless of calendar years, fearful
and powverless.

We recall our Lord's words, “un-
less you change and become like
children, you will never enter the
Kingdom of Heaven” ( Matthew
18: 3). That is the good news. The
bad news is that, because of basic
human nature, people do not like to
accept this, and refuse to invest the
necessary energy, emotional and
spiritual, to come to God.

When we “keep on reading,” we
find “Whoever welcomes one such
child in my name welcomes me”
(Matthew 18: 5). Gentle reader, our
task, as members and friends of
Trinity Church, is begin to invest this
energy with those whom we meet
throughout the week, rather than
waiting for them to gain the neces-
sary energy on their own. In this
way, we can “welcome the stran-
ger,” youngster, friend, neighbor,
and perhaps a parishioner, when we
accept the child in each of us.

—r. Hector+



Fridays, September 3 and 24

7:00 p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous meetings in the undercroft. AA
will meet September 10 and 17 at the Methodist Church.

Sunday, September 5

9:30 a.m. Summer is officially over. We return to our winter service
time, with Sung Eucharist at 9: 30 a.m.

Tuesday, September 7

7:00 p.m. Tuesdays at Trinity's fall schedule kicks off with “Desire . . .

our longing for God,” a talk by the Rev. Diane Markevitch,
rector of Trinity Episcopal Church, Platteville. Free; all are
welcome. Please see page 7.

Thursday, September 9— Saturday, September 18
Rummage sale! Hours are 10: 00 a.m. to 5: 00 p.m. Sep-
tember 9-11; 1: 00 p.m. to 5: 00 p.m. September 13-17;
$2-a-bag day is 9: 00 a.m. to 1: 00 p.m. September 18. The
hanging will be September 8 at 2: 00 p.m..

Tuesday, September 14

1:00 p.m. Trinity Guild meeting at the rectory. All women of the
parish are invited to attend.

Monday, September 20

7:00 p.m. Vestry meeting in the undercroft. All parishioners are
invited to attend.

Sunday, September 26

9:30 am. Morning Prayer and litany, 1850s version (from the 1789

BCP), in honor of the Cornish Festival ( September 24-26).

11:.00 a.m.~  Tour of historic Mineral Point homes, to benefit the

4:00 p.m. Mineral Point Library. Tickets are $12 in advance at Bobbi
Jo's Interiors and the Mineral Point Public Library, or at
the tour sites on the day of the tour. See pg. 3.

Coming up . ..

October 8-9 Diocesan Convention in Milwaukee. All members of the

diocese are encouraged to come to hear our Presiding
Bishop, Katharine Jefferts Schori, who will speak on Friday
and preach at the Convention Eucharist on Saturday. For
details, please see www.diomil.org.
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September@Irinity

Birthdays

2 Maria Ginter

4 David Johnson

9 Jim Mock

15 Pamela Reily

20 Isabel Bowers

25 Robin Reily

30 Bishop Steven Miller
Anniversaries

5 Brent and Chris Bowers
25 Fred and Katherine

Bowden

35
1\

In Memoriam
We note with sadness the
passing of Frederica Giles
Reily, mother of Robin Reily
and mother-in-law of Pamela,
who died Saturday, July 24,
with her children beside her.
She was 87. A service cele-
brating her life was held on
July 27 at University Presby-
terian Church in Baton Rouge,
Louisiana. She had lived her
entire married life of sixty
years in New Orleans, only
moving to Baton Rouge after
Hurricane Katrina.

+May her soul and the souls
of all the departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in
peace. Amen.




H Dorothy Prouty continues to recu-
perate from her August 8 accident,
you can write to her at 1139 W. High-
land, Whitewater, WI 53190. Please
keep her and Mark in your prayers.

M Earlier this summer (unfortunate-
ly, just about one day too
late to make the July
newsletter), Le Hector
wrote: “l have just
finished reading
The Shack by
W. P. Young.
It was among
the books on
the little table
by the kitchen
door at the
church. | had some
trouble reading it, but |

have found that much that | read
comes up in my thoughts every
day. It could almost be re-quired
reading for all of us in the church
(especially Vestry).” (Ed. Nofte: Fr.
Hector reviewed The Shack in the
September 2009 issue of High
Notes, available online at trini-
tympt.org/newsletter.html.)

B Kristin Speth, a Ph.D. candidate in
linguistics at UW-Madison, will pres-
ent a talk entitltd “The Cornish
Dialect in Mineral Point” during the
upcoming Cornish Festival. Her one-
hour presentation, at 10:00 a.m.
Saturday, September 25 (Pen-
darvis—Spruce St. at the tent), will
explore the history of the Cornish
dialect in Mineral Point, from written
accounts at the turn of the last cen-
tury, through a series of audio
recordings made in the 1940s and
up to the 1980s via recordings
archived in the State Historical
Society. She will show how the
Cornish dialect was used by the

descendants of the first immi-
grants, and try to trace Cornish fea-
tures in the current speech of
Mineral Point. Ms. Speth’s research
focuses on historical linguistics and
history. Free; all are welcome.

H Along
the same
lines, Octo-
ber's “Tuesdays
at Trinity” program
(on the b5th) will be
“Language Matters for Wiscon-
sin”(aka “Can we talk?”)—a pro-
gram about the unique aspects of
English and other languages spo-
ken in the Mineral Point area, past
and present. Participants are invit-
ed to join the conversation about
the speech used in their family and
neighborhood, as well as speech
they have observed in the commu-
nity over time. Speakers are UW-
Madison faculty members and lin-
guists Joseph Salmons, whose
focus is on sounds, language
change, and language acquisition,
and Eric Raimy, who focuses on
language and immigration.

H Susanne Southwood reports that
she and her husband, Tom Barker,
will open their home to visitors during
the Cormnish Festival house tour on
September 26, 11:00 a.m. to 4:00
p.m. Because of parking problems
(their home shares a private road with
two other homes), visitors are asked
to park in the public lot across from
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the railway museum; from there, a bus
will ferry them to and from the house.
The house tour will benefit the
Mineral Point library.

B The columbarium wall in Trinity’s
churchyard is now complete—a hand-
some addition to the parish property.
Our thanks to stonemason Les Tyrer
for his excellent work.

B From St. Dunstan’s in Madison
comes news of their monthly Julian
Gatherings, which are open to every-
one. Participants support each other in
the practice of contemplative prayer
and contemplative spirituality; gather-
ings are initiated and supported by the
Order of Julian of Norwich (www.

orderofjulian.org). Meetings are on
the second Wednesday of each month
from 7:15 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at St.
Dunstan's Episcopal Church, 6205 Uni-
versity Ave., Madison. For more infor-
mation, please contact Susan Fiore at
608-845-2413 or at lento@chorus.net.

M Christmas already? Not quite . . .
but time to start planning this year’s
Festival of Lessons and Carols for
Advent. The kick-off meeting will be
held Wednesday, September 22 at
1:30 p.m. at Susanne Southwood’s
home, and anyone who's interested
is invited to attend. As you may
recall, Bishop Miller will be joining us
for the festivities this year.

SINCE YOU

cannot do good to all, you
are to pay special attention
to those, who, by accidents
of time, or place, or circum-
stances, are brought into

closer connection with you.
—St. Augustine of Hippo




S was to be expected, the final
eport identified key strengths

in the parish, as well as areas that
could use improvement. Based on
those findings, the Vestry voted
unanimously in September 2008 to
adopt a communications strategy
to help us build on our strengths
and minimize (or eliminate) our
weaknesses.

In the two years since then, we've
worked hard to implement the strat-
egy—and it's time for an update.

A key strength identified by the
study was our music, and we
decided to expand our music pro-
gram and increase awareness of it
in the community.

“Music at Trinity” programs are
at the center of this initiative, with
the Gospel Workshop that we co-
hosted in November 2008 being a
spirited example. (The Vestry is
considering inviting the All Saints’
Gospel Choir back in 2011.)

THER Music at Trinity events

include our hosting of the
Christmas Cantata in 2008; a free
Early Music concert, also in 2008;
and Dorothy Prouty’s performance
workshop and community hymn-
sing in July 2010.

Another major strength identi-

fied in the Membership Study is
the role Trinity’s long history and

traditional Episcopal focus play in
shaping perceptions of the parish.
Taking note of this, our communi-
cations strategy calls for us to
raise consciousness, knowledge,
and appreciation of this history
(and the Episcopal tradition)
among parishioners and the larg-
er community.

TH the warm support of the

parish, our Festival of Les-
sons and Carols for Advent, has
supported this objective for many
years. As one parishioner said, it
was (and is) our Christmas gift to
the community.

In 2009 we made a new effort
to engage and involve a wide
cross-section of people from the
Mineral Point area, making the
program more deliberately both
an outreach to the community and
a beautiful, moving, and dramatic
reflection of the Anglican tradition
that shapes our worship.

Underscoring its importance in
our church year, Bishop Miller will
participate in our Lessons and
Carols program this December.

As part of our communications
strategy, we also decided we
wanted to provide educational and
spiritual opportunities on a regular
basis, and make at least some of
them nondenominational to
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It's been two years since we completed the Membership Survey ...

Where are we now?

LMOST three years ago, in December 2007, Trinity’s Vestry embarked on an ambi-

jous Membership Study designed to “take a snapshot of Trinity today, and then
determine as a community if there’s anything we want to do differently as we go
forward.” Interviews with current and past parishioners continued during the spring
of 2008, with the final report being made to the Vestry in July of that year. In all,
87% of our active and inactive members participated in the project. It was a big job,
but as Fr. Hector said at the time, “We want to share the Good News of Christ and
live out our shared ministry. This study will help us do it.”

include our larger community. Out
of that idea, Tuesdays at Trinity
was born in December 2008—a
usually monthly series of work-
shops and programs on a wide
range of subjects—from “Who
Was Santa . . . Really?” to “Prepar-
ing for a Good Death” to “Slash
Your Food Bills.”

Another initiative under this
heading was our 2009 Ennea-
gram workshop, at which Sr.
Mary Hopkins helped us figure
out whether we were reformers,
achievers, peacemakers—or any
of six other personality types.

And to satisfy our wish to
involve Trinity in visible commu-
nity outreach, we've presented
Tea at Trinity for the past two
years. The first Tea, in 2009, was a
fundraiser for Orchard Lawn; this
year's event was free to the pubic
and absolutely everyone was
invited to “be our guest.”

O where are we now? You be
he judge. Our work began
more than 170 years ago, and con-

tinues today, with Trinity in 2010
what it has always been—a vibrant
community of believers. For more
information about the Member-
ship Study or the communications
strategy, please see Fr. Hector or a
member of the Vestry. <>



Minutes of the Vestry Meeting

Monday, June 21, 2010 ( approved Monday, July 19, 2010)

The regular monthly meeting of
the Vestry was called to order at
7: 04 p.m. by Fr. Hector and
began with prayer. Members
present: Fr. Hector; Jan Johnson,
Sr. Warden; Fred Bowden, Jr.
Warden; Joan Faull; Carolyn Hunt;
Bob Oberhauser; Susanne South-
wood, Clerk. Also present: Sara
Hector, Treasurer. Absent: Brent
Bowers, Mark Prouty. A quorum
being present, Jan moved to
approve the actions of the Com-
mittee as a Whole at the May
2010 Vestry meeting; motion sec-
onded by Fred. Motion passed.

Reports

Treasurer’s Report: Sara request-
ed permission to pay the $3,174
bill for building insurance in full.
Motion to approve by Fred, sec-
ond by Jan. As of June 19, 2010,
total income for the year was
$12,474, expenses $21,025.29,
bank balance $12,590.24. Motion
to approve by Jan, second by
Fred. Motion passed.

Preparation for July’s Mutual
Ministry Review

Jan distributed copies of forms
for use by Vestry members to
evaluate both the priest-in-charge
and the Vestry itself and said that
Fr. Hector had suggested that
some outside person, perhaps a
nun from Sinsinawa, facilitate our
diocese-mandated Mutual
Ministry Review. Both Joan and
Carolyn objected to the MMR
itself and to answering certain

questions on the forms, and said
they would not participate in a re-
view facilitated by an outsider.
Jan asked Vestry members to
complete such parts of the forms
as they felt comfortable with and
to return them to her anonymous-
ly for collation and presentation at
the July meeting.

Old Business

¢ Columbarium: We have asked
three local stonemasons to quote
on stonework for the columbari-
um; only Les Tyrer responded.
Motion by Carolyn to accept his
estimate of $4,935, with $2,769
coming from the Guild's funds
and the balance from the Memo-
rial Fund; second by Jan. Motion
passed.

New Business

e July Fourth: Because the Fourth
of July is on Sunday this year, the
Vestry decided to move up the
service time to avoid conflict with
the parade. Motion by Fred for
the July Fourth Eucharist to be at
8:00 a.m.; second by Carolyn.
Motion passed.

e Convention: Motion by Jan, sec-
ond by Susanne for the parish to
pay $80 each for our four dele-
gates to this October’s Diocesan
Convention. Motion passed.

e Church Sign: No action taken.

® Parish projects: Jan read a list
of possible/necessary projects,
including insulation in the rectory
attic, gutters, rectory carpeting
and floors, roof, and driveway.
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She reminded us that we will be
paying the balance of our past-
due diocesan assessment at the
end of this year. No action taken.
® Roles and responsibilities: Jan
said questions had arisen about
how we make decisions, who has
the authority to make decisions,
and who has the responsibility to
make decisions. Specific mention
was made of the Vestry decision
at the May 18, 2009 meeting not
to serve food during the July
Fourth 2010 parade, and the sub-
sequent decision ( later rescinded)
by the Guild to go ahead with the
sale of hot dogs. Jan asked for a
definition of the process, and also
for clarification as to whether
Vestry decisions bind the Guild.
She pointed out that both the
national and diocesan canons and
our own by-laws define the duties
of the rector, but not of any other
group. Discussion followed. Jan
asked for patience and charity;
Fred asked that we have faith in
each other; Susanne said that no
one was acting out of mal-intent,
but that there was clearly misun-
derstanding or we wouldn't be
having this conversation.

Motion to adjourn made by
Carolyn, second by Fred. Meeting
adjourned at 8: 40 p.m. The next
Vestry meeting will be July 19,
2010, at 7: 00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Susanne Southwood, Clerk

All motions passed unanimously
unless otherwise indicated



Minutes of the Vestry Meeting

Monday, July 19, 2010 (not yet approved)

The regular monthly meeting of the
Vestry was called to order at 7: 10
p.m. by Fr. Hector and began with
prayer. Members present: Jan
Johnson, Sr. Warden; Fred Bow-
den, Jr. Warden; Joan Faull; Carol-
yn Hunt;, Mark Prouty; Susanne
Southwood, Clerk. Absent: Brent
Bowers; Bob Oberhauser; Sara
Hector, Treasurer. Motion by Jan,
second by Carolyn, to approve the
Minutes of the June 21, 2010, meet-
ing. Motion passed.

Reports

e Treasurer’s Report: As of July 12,
2010, total income for the year was
$28,279.87 ( not including $33,240
moved to mutual funds), year-to-date
expenses of $27,043.89, leaving a bal-
ance in the bank of $11,365.13. Motion
to approve by Fred, second by Mark.
Motion passed.

Mutual Ministry Review

Jan proposed guidelines for our
Mutual Ministry Review: no more
than 30 minutes long, one person to
speak at a time, speakers limited to 2
minutes until everyone is heard, no
rebuttals. She distributed printouts
of her compilations of our reviews
and asked the Vestry to state what
we have learned.

¢ Jan: Low support for the MMR
process; affirmation of the value of
tradition, music, and hospitality in
our life together; strong emotions of
anger, hurt, and distrust.

e Susanne: Vestry not all on the
same page except with regard to tra-
dition, music, hospitality, and core
values.

® Fred: Need faith in ourselves; Fr.
Hector has a lot to do and does it;

we need to observe and learn from
Fr. Hector while we can.

¢ Joan: Remember Fr. Hector is
part-time; works time-and-a-half;
respect that and don't burden him
with extra things.

¢ Fr. Hector: Pleased to see what
Mark said [ his MMR was circulated
separately]; the MR is an ongoing
process, every six months, a look at
how we can improve our lives; ques-
tions accentuate the negatives; the
only reason we're here is to accentu-
ate the positive.

e Mark: We've lost sight of the
MMR as a growth tool: if it's not
working the way we need, we need
to change it; sees it not as a criticism
of Fr. Hector but as a mechanism for
us to fulfill our mission as a congre-
gation.

¢ Jan: A very positive view of what
makes our congregation work came
out in the questions about what peo-
ple valued here: beauty and structure
of liturgy, friendliness and support at
coffee hour and birthday prayer and
“happy birthday” singing. Finds Fr.
Hector's use of “there’s more” a
moving force for her spiritual growth,
and another person mentioned that
as well. Fr. Hector has responded to
our requests about sermons: more
audible/understandable now; mak-
ing a strong effort to respond.

¢ Fred: Need to remember this con-
flict is nothing new to the Christian
church; each of us has gifts and
need to exercise those gifts but not
at the expense of others; we can
support each other and still accom-
plish our individual missions.

¢ Jan: In one sense the MMR has
done exactly what it's meant to do—
allowed/provoked us to express
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thoughts and feelings that we need
to confront and resolve.

Jan asked if there are some posi-
tive steps we should entertain in the
next few Vestry meetings? Are we
prepared to repeat this process six
months from now, as the diocese
wants? Discussion followed. Jan
said she wanted to try to be more
alert to how we do things, and asks
for our help in this task. Fr. Hector
suggested a retreat/workshop to dis-
cuss where we're headed, and sug-
gested bringing in Sr. Mary Ellen
Green (who led a workshop for us
in 2007) from Sinsinawa to facilitate.
No action taken.

Old Business

e Columbarium: Les Tyrer is pro-
ceeding with work on the columbari-
um wall. Motion by Jan to approve;
seconds by Fred and Mark; motion
passed. Work will begin tomorrow.
Once the work is complete, Fr.
Hector would like to publicize the
columbarium in area newspapers.
No decision has been made as to
cost of interment. We discussed the
possibility of our working on a niche
ministry—that of loss. We have the
materials, and Mineral Point has an
increasing population of older peo-
ple. Discussion followed; no action
taken.

e Qutdoor sign: Fr. Hector
announced that he would pay for it.
Discussion of positioning followed;
Jan made motion that Fr. Hector ask
Funk in Dodgeville to prepare a for-
mal drawing of the sign for our
approval; Susanne seconded.
Motion passed.

o Attics: Rockweiler will inspect the
insulation in the church and rectory
attics.

New Business
e West Convocation meeting: The
(Con't on pg. 7)



Minutes—con’t from pg. 6

West Convocation will meet at
Trinity on Tuesday, July 20, for a
meeting preceded by a cookout.

® Bishop’s visits: Bishop Miller will
participate in our December 12
Festival of Lessons and Carols, and
will return on January 30, 2011, for
his visitation. Kate Martin has sug-
gested that the restored volumes of
Archbishop Tillotson’s sermons be
dedicated at the bishop’s visitation,
and her suggestion was accepted.
Susanne said that her husband,
Tom Barker, has volunteered to cre-
ate a bookcase to house them; Jan
proposed a resolution of apprecia-
tion to Tom; Carolyn seconded;
proposal accepted.

® Roof: We discussed the need for
repairs at some future point to
wooden shingle roof over the front
steps. No action taken.

® Books: Claire Fliess left behind a
number of books that we can sell
for $2 each; any left over will be
donated to the Mineral Point library
book sale.

® Music: Mark suggested that
Helen Davidson might be able to fill
in on Sundays when Dorothy
Prouty is unable to be our organist.
¢ August meeting: The Vestry
voted not to meet in August.

Upcoming

e July 31,9: 00 am~2: 30 p.m.,
Dorothy Prouty will conduct a
“Music at Trinity” piano workshop,
followed by a community hymn
sing from 2: 30 p.m.~3: 30 p.m.

¢ Septerber 10-18, Guild rum-
mage sale.

e September 26,9: 30 a.m., Moming
Prayer and litany, 1850s version, in cele-
bration of the Comish Festival. Fr.
Hector is growing muttonchops for the
occasion.

¢ October 8-9, Diocesan convention,
Milwaukee. Our delegates are Fred
Bowden, Barbara Hector, Jan
Johnson, and Susanne Southwood.
¢ October 23-November 2, Fr.
Hector was nominated by the
Diocese of Michigan and will attend
the CREDO meeting in Loranger,
Louisiana.
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Motion to adjourn by Jan, second
by Fred. Motion passed at 8: 40 p.m.
The next Vestry meeting will be
September 20, 2010, at 7: 00 p.m.

Respectfully submitted:
Susanne Southwood, Clerk

All motions passed unanimously
unless otherwise indicated

. . . and our longing for God

A talk by the Rev. Diane Markevitch,

Certified Spiritual Directo

What are your deepest desires?

What does God desire for you?
And what does desire have to do
with your spiritual growth?

7:00 p.m. Tuesday, September 7

Trinity Episcopal Church

403 High St. (enter on lowa St.) ® Mineral Point, WI

A FREE “Tuesdays at Trinity” presentation. All are welcome.

Visit us on the Web at www.trinitympt.org




TRINITY CHURCH

The Episcopal Parish in lowa County
403 High St. ® Mineral Point, WI 53565
608 » 987 * 3019
trinitychurchmpt@gmail.com
www.trinitympt.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION
REQUESTED

DON'T FORGET!

We return to our

winter service time
September 5!

SEE YOU SUNDAY AT 9:30!

Trinity Church

The Episcopal Parish in lowa County, Wisconsin

SUNDAYWORSHIP . .. ......

9: 30 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite Il, and laying on
of hands for healing

9: 30 a.m. Christian Formation for children

WARDENS ...............
Jan Johnson, Senior Warden (2010)
Fred Bowden, Junior Warden (2010)
VESTRY. .. ...oiviiiinnnn.
Brent Bowers (2010)
Joan Faull (2011)
Carolyn Hunt (2010)
Bob Oberhauser (2011)
Mark Prouty (2012)

Susanne Southwood, Clerk (2012)
ANDALSO ...............
Le Hector, Altar Guild
Sara Hector, Treasurer
Dorothy Prouty, Music Director

Marjorie Roberts, Trinity Guild

Deadline for High Notes’ news is the 20th of the month
preceding publication. Please send your news to
Susanne Southwood, deltadirect@earthlink.net.

Rummage, rummage, rummage!
The annual fall rummage sale is coming up fast, and it’s time to clear your clos-
ets and attics! Set-up and hanging will be September 8 at 2: 00 p.m.; the sale
itself runs from Thursday, the 9th, through Saturday, the 18th ( please see page
2 for times). As always, your help is needed and appreciated. Any items you can
spare, and any help you can give, make a difference. You'll find a sign-up sheet
in the church kitchen, or please call Joan Faull. Sale proceeds go
to the Trinity Guild, which pledges $3,000 annually to the church.
I The money helps pay for mowing, snow removal, and repairs to
the church and rectory.
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