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Allow me to make a few rambling

remarks about “bre a k a w a y ”

c h u rches. 

T h e re is a notion in the U.S.

that churches, like kindling,

should split easily, re g a rdless of

the denomination. Such is never

the case. Trust is violated. Hope is

lost. Regre t f u l l y, it is a part of our

human nature. St. Luke tells us

that a dispute arose among the

disciples at the Last Supper (Lk

22:24). St. Paul wrote to the

young church at Corinth because

t h e re was a fuss. He made it clear

that every member of the churc h

is valuable, like a member of the

human body (1 Cor 12), each nec-

e s s a ry to the other. 

He continues with what is

known as the “hymn of love” (1

Cor 13), which, for all its beauty, is

really a scolding. Through the

centuries, the church has stru g-

gled to live into the prayer of

Jesus, that the church may be

one, as He and the Father are one

(Jn 17:11). Our ecumenical age is

the fruit of this prayer—but I

d i g ress. 

In 1976, when the General

Convention approved the ord i n a-

tion of women and adopted a

new Prayer Book, we had our first

b reakaways. In 2003, the General

Convention approved the election

of V. Gene Robinson as bishop of

New Hampshire. This pro m p t e d

m o re breakaways. To date, some

sixteen churches have arisen,

with bishops ordained in Singa-

p o re, Nigeria, Kenya, Rwanda,

and the Philippines. 

The significant action of late is

that on December 8, 2007, Bish-

op John-David Schofield led the

Diocese of San Joaquin, Califor-

nia, to declare itself free of the

Episcopal Church, and to be a

p a rt of the Anglican Province of

the Southern Cone, joining some

22,000 communicants spre a d

among six countries in South

America. Of course, there are

those parishes and communi-

cants true to the Episcopal

C h u rch, and now this enters the

c o u rts.  

San Joaquin has been a

restive diocese since the 1976

General Convention under its

then-bishop, Victor M. Rivera,

who was a champion of those

who opposed the ordination of

women. He re t i red in 1986, and

the rest of the story is that he

lived long enough to see his

d a u g h t e r, Bavi Edna “Nedi”

Rivera, ordained as Suff r a g a n

Bishop in the Diocese of Olympia

in 2005, and received Commun-

ion from her hand.   

R o b i n s o n ’s ordination pro m p t-

ed the Windsor Report, a fine doc-

ument, which will probably be the
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June Happenings

Sunday, June 1 -- Summer schedule begins
9:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist, Rite II, and Christian formation for

children will be at 9:00 a.m. from now through

August. We will return to our 9:30 a.m. time on the

first Sunday in September (the 7th).

Wednesdays, June 4, 11, 18, and 25
6:30 p.m. Choir practice in the undercroft. All are welcome.

Fridays, June 6, 13, 20, and 27
6:30 p.m. A new Mineral Point chapter of Alcoholics Anony-

mous will begin holding weekly meetings on

Friday evenings in our undercroft.

Sunday, June 8 -- The Bishop visits!
9:00 a.m. Morning Prayer, led by Fr. Hector.

4:00 p.m. Sung Holy Eucharist, Rite II, celebrated by the Rt.

Rev. Stephen Miller, Bishop of the Diocese of

Milwaukee. (Please see Fr. Hector if you wish to

renew your Confirmation vows or be formally

Received into the Episcopal church.) Afterwards,

we will welcome Bishop Miller to a potluck supper.

Please see the signup sheet in the undercroft.

Monday, June 16
7:00 p.m. Vestry meeting in the undercroft. All parishioners

are invited to attend.

Saturday, June 28 -- Special Vestry meeting
Tentative date for a special meeting of the Vestry at

which the results of the Vestry Interview project

will be presented and discussed. Date and time will

be confirmed later.

Sunday, June 29 -- Special parish meeting
11:00 a.m. Tentative date and time of a special parish meeting

after coffee hour for a presentation of the findings

of the Vestry Interview project. Both date and time

will be confirmed in the bulletin, or call Fr. Hector

at 608-987-3019. All are warmly encouraged to

attend.

•

•

•
June

Celebrations!
happybirthdayhappyanniversaryhappybirthday-

happyanniversaryhappybirthdayhappyanniver-

Birthdays

5 Wilson Reed

8 Harriet Story

16 Cora Leeuwenburg

17 Mark Prouty

Laurie Rossing

18 Jerry Bowden

Jay Leeuwenburg

25 Janean Faull

29 Madisen Faull

Anniversaries

1 Jim and Kathi Roberts

1 1 F r. John Edward s ’

o rdination to the

priesthood, 1954

20 Ingher and Jan Leeu-

wenburg

24 Fr. John and Doris

Edwards, 1950

28 Susanne Southwood

and Tom Barker
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looking for adult blankets and

c o m f o rters, adult clothing

(especially men’s T- s h i rt s

and jeans), childre n ’s

clothing, and swimsuits

for men, women, and

c h i l d ren. Men’s casual

wear “is flying off the

rack,” Juanita says, and fur-

n i t u re items, such as beds,

m a t t resses, and dressers are in

g reat demand, too—they “go as

fast as we get them.” 

You can drop off donations at

SWCAP Monday through Friday

8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., and if you

have large, bulky items to donate,

Juanita can have them picked

up—just call her at 608-574-1138.

Please note that you don’t have to

have children to shop, and that

you can shop for other people.

■  In other news from the

Southwest Wisconsin CAP off i c e ,

w e ’ re told that the Iowa County

Food Pantry ’s shelves are low, and

donations are needed. Accord i n g

■  F rom Dodgeville comes news

that the Winter Wear program has

been merged into We Care, and is

now located in the Southwest

Wisconsin Community Action

P rogram (SWCAP) office, 149 N.

Iowa St., Dodgeville. 

A c c o rding to Juanita Starr, who,

along with Ronda Swanson, heads

the program, the need is great and

getting gre a t e r. “We ’ re serv i n g

m o re families than ever,” she says.

“ E v e ry single item that’s donated is

out the door within a month after

we get it.” Right now, We Care is

to Sharon Ray, who’s in charge of

the pantry, the need incre a s e s

when school gets out and school

b reakfast and lunch programs are

no longer available. Money is

always welcome, of course (make

your check out to Southwest

Wisconsin CAP Food Pantry). Or,

S h a ron says, she can use chicken

or hamburger helper, canned meals

(like spaghetti), canned tomatoes,

juices, canned fruit, saltines, pow-

d e red milk (small boxes), and

canned soups. You can drop off

your donations between 8:30 a.m.

and 5:00 p.m., Monday, We d n e s -

d a y, or Friday at 149 N. Iowa in

Dodgeville. Except in emerg e n c i e s ,

families are limited to one Food

P a n t ry basket every two months.

■  Le Hecto r s h a res this list of the

seven deadly sins and the contrast-

ing virtues with us, noting, “I’ve kept

a copy on my fridge for years.”

P r i d e H u m i l i t y

A n g e r F o rg i v e n e s s

Covetousness     Genero s i t y

L u s t P u r i t y

E n v y L o v e

S l o t h D i l i g e n c e

G l u t t o n y Te m p e r a n c e

■   A new Education for Ministry

(EFM) class is forming now for

next fall’s term, and the group has

a few openings available. S u s a n n e

S o u t h wo o d and Gail Ray will be

co-mentors, and the group will

meet at 6:00 p.m. on Thursdays.

Designed to give lay people access

to the same quality of religious edu-

cation that’s available to the clerg y,

the four-year program encompass-

es the Old and New Te s t a m e n t s ,

c h u rch history, and modern theolo-

g y. If you’re interested, please call

Susanne at 608-987-2427 or visit

w w w. s e w a n e e . e d u / E F M .

Trinity’s Spring rummage sale

nets $839 for the Guild
Thanks to a lot of hard work by a lot of dedicated

workers, Trinity’s annual Spring rummage sale

was a definite success, netting $839 over the

course of its ten-day run. 

Business at the sale was brisk, according to

Marj Roberts, president of the Trinity Guild,

which puts on the sale. But inevitably, when the

sale wrapped up on May 24 there were some

items left over, and they have been picked up, as

in the past, by the St. Vincent de Paul Society, a

charitable organization in Monroe.

However, according to Marj, our future rum-

mage “leftovers” will be donated to (and picked

up by) volunteers from SWCAP’s We Care pro-

gram (see above).
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Fred Bowd e n : We have no need

to sell Jesus. Be happy living in

Christ; you have been given a gift;

His example will sell itself. Others

will realize that they

can share in your gift

(of grace). Have faith

that your gift will

impact others; make

your life an example

for them to follow.

Believe you have a

purpose! Stop worry-

ing about every t h i n g

and just do something.

Candee Fe rg u s o n : The past

o p p o rtunities for adult learning at

Trinity in which I have part i c i p a t e d

have all been wonderful. The

h a rdest part was usually talking

myself into attending. In fact,

m o re often that I would like to

admit, I have talked myself OUT

of going to an event because I

was unwilling to leave my com-

f o rt zone. However, when I did

make the eff o rt to be present, it

was always so worth it! 

Fr. H e c to r : Each of us makes use

of our God-given gifts. This goal

seeks to make this a deliberate

and shared process, purposefully

cooperating, and purposefully

drawing on the Christlike in our-

p rospects for loving change.

M a rk Pro u t y : One of my form e r

teachers often said, “Growth is

the only sign of life.” A major

aspect of growth in faith is

t h rough study, which I believe

e v e ry church should off e r. Gro u p

s t u d y, especially in a group that

has dedicated itself to an equal

o p p o rtunity to exchanging

thoughts and ideas without judg-

ment, can empower those mem-

bers and strengthen the body of

the Churc h .

Susanne Southwo o d : During the

parish interviews Claire Holland

and I recently conducted, we 
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The fo u rth Core Component of our

s h a red mission: Celebrating our gifts

selves and others. We speak of

“friends,” but what we seek is

c o m m u n i t y. This is the adage: “be

a friend, make a friend, bring a

friend to Jesus.”

Jan Jo h n s o n : O u r

p ro g ress is most visi-

ble in this area. We

have had classes led

by Bill Burden a n d

C l a i re Holland; EFM is

completing Year 1;

and the Sunday

School meets when-

ever there are childre n

p resent. Our challenge going for-

w a rd is to sustain the momentum

and institutionalize the process for

generating these pro g r a m s .

K a te Mart i n : “Do not neglect

your gift.” (I Tm 4:14.) To me the

f o u rth component is the nexus

w h e re we choose to become a

cohesive body of Christ or stru g-

gle with divisiveness and person-

al agendas. We are doing well by

p roviding for adult learn i n g

t h rough EFM. It's in the encour-

aging of all of us to listen with

e m p a t h y, to care for each other,

to recognize and honor our

many individual gifts, and to

g row in faith and service togeth-

e r, that we have very exciting

Vision-Mission State m e n t

C o re Component No. 4

We will celebrate the gifts of

s p i r i t u a l i t y, tolerance, and

curiosity in ourselves and in

others, and we will seek con -

sensus in our life together. (I

Tm. 4:14–15)

a. P roposed Goals—Cre a t e

o p p o rtunities for adult

l e a rning that encourage

people to:

i. Listen empathetically

ij. G row in faith and

s e rv i c e

iii. Form friendships

b. C u rrent and Possible

P ro g r a m s

i. Education for Ministry

c l a s s e s

i i . Study groups, tak -

ing note of conflict -

ing activities

iii. Wo r k s h o p s

i v. Sunday School

At its September meeting, and after many months of diligent thought

and eff o rt, the Ve s t ry unanimously voted to adopt a new Vision and

Mission statement. Revised and updated as necessary, this statement

helps us measure pro g ress and focus on goals. The fourth of five Core

Components is at right; Ve s t ry comments on it follow, and your com -

ments are welcome—please send them to Susanne Southwood at 

d e l t a d i re c t @ e a rt h l i n k . n e t .

Con’t on page 8
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Over the past few months,

B a r b a ra and Jim Ballard h a v e

taken several trips, and Barbara

was kind enough to tell us about

two of them.

About a trip to nort h e rn

Badger country, Barbara w r i t e s ,

“On a good day in summer, you

can see the smoke-

stacks of Duluth fro m

a 30-foot cliff over-

looking Lake Super-

i o r, but, when the cold

gray of winter dominates

the horizon, fractured ice floes

ride the waves. Though it is an

expansive view from Bark Point,

the mood is somber, cold, and

mesmerizing—a great excuse for

a small glass of Scotch and a

good book, or the movie

‘Becoming Jane Austin.’

“As the Southern Badger

cousins to—as you might guess

—our Nort h e rn Badger cousins,

we settle in during cold weather

and just share the riches of their

c o m m u n i t y. Though small, the

community is well organized and

purposeful in supporting healthy

lifestyles. 

“ M a k i n g work fun, they host

events that raise money for land

s t e w a rdship and scholarship. We

w e re fortunate to be there for the

annual pancake breakfast this

y e a r, and were, again, impre s s e d

with their grass-roots vigor.

Recognizing and celebrating

skills of residents, this gro u p

makes winter a season of fellow-

ship and creativity—not to even

be compared with summer!”

Home again, the Ballard s

headed to Chicago where they

saw the play, The Trip to Bounti-

ful, which was part of a festival at

the Goodman Theater honoring

playwright Horton Foote. 

“When convention denies pas-

sion and humble people surre n-

der their dreams,” Barbara writes,

“the world will suffer—and Hor-

ton Foote knows it. By way of

empowering readers and

theater patrons, Hort o n

Foote has written an antidote

to isolation and small-minded-

ness in this play about a woman,

C a rrie Watts, who dreams about

—and eventually claims—her

own past, her joy, and life.

“Chicago Sun-Ti m e s t h e a t e r

c r i t i c Hedy Weiss wrote on

M a rch 11 that Foote’s plays

have ‘been giving us back our

h u m a n i t y,’” Barbara continues,

“and the Goodman’s art i s t i c

d i re c t o r, Robert Falls, says,

‘ t h e re are very few playwrights

in the American theater who

write with the depth, sensitivity,

and honesty of Horton Foote . . .

who has been a veritable quiet

giant of the stage and scre e n ,

unsentimentally capturing the

thoughts, hearts, and every d a y

activities of small-town Amer-

ica with a signature delicacy

and understated intensity. ’

“Copyrighted in 1953, T h e

Trip to Bountiful is as powerf u l

a story now as it was when it

was first produced,” Barbara

says. “We all want to live in

Bountiful; how many of us are

willing to accept the discipline

to get there ? ”

Barbara Ballard shares some thoughts

about winter and reviews a play for us

H ow ’re we doing?
Jan Johnson gives us a

bird’s-eye view of our

progress on our Vision/

Mission goals
We are moving ahead in

re s o u rce management, both

human and material. We have a

five-year financial outlook in

place and are working at getting

our investment portfolio aligned

with our forecasted income

needs. Getting our planning

ahead of current needs will

allow us to be more pro a c t i v e

about how we use the dollars

we all give to the church. Part of

this process has also been an

ongoing learning exercise for

the finance committee.

On the human re s o u rce side

we have two new acolytes in

training. We have also seen talent-

ed members stepping forw a rd to

lead workshops, EFM, Sunday

School, interviewing for the Ve s t ry

planning project, and pro d u c i n g

“High Notes” every month. These

e ff o rts are in addition to the ongo-

ing work of the Altar Guild, the

Wo m e n ’s Guild, and Ve s t ry.

Our objectives in music are

also moving ahead. A Music at

Trinity series is under develop-

ment, with the Early Music pro-

gram on May 17 as its debut

event. Congregational singing is

also underway with We d n e s d a y

evening hymn-singing practice.
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Yo u ’ve got questions about why we do

what we do at Trinity? We’ve got answe r s !
F rom time to time, some of us wonder, “Why do we do that?” Or

even, “What the heck are we doing?!” Maybe these questions and

answers can help fill in some of the gaps. A more complete review is

found in Catechism of the Book of Common Prayer (BCP), pp. 845-862,

or the Offices of Instruction in the 1928 BCP, pp. 283-295.

IF YOU’VE been wondering

about the Ve s t ry ’s interv i e w

p roject, the good news is that

the interviews were completed

in early May and we expect to

have the final analysis of the

data in the next few weeks. 

Over the course of about two

months, Susanne Southwo o d

and C l a i re Holland— u s u a l l y

working in tandem—interv i e w e d

t w e n t y - t h ree active members of

our parish, four inactives, and

contacted another eight people

(both active and inactive) who

declined to participate. 

Each interview took between

one and two hours to conduct,

and, when typed, ran between

five and eight single-spaced,

typed pages, providing a wealth

of information and insights

about our parish and its people.

Not counting Fr. H e c tor a n d

B a r b a ra , we have fifty people list-

ed in our 2008 Parish Dire c t o ry,

of whom eleven live in distant

places and are considere d

“members” as a court e s y. Thus,

out of a realistic pool of inter-

viewees totaling thirty-nine, we

contacted thirty-four—87% of our

active and inactive members.

The final re p o rt will be pre-

sented to the Ve s t ry later this

month, and will be the subject

of a parish meeting tentatively

set for June 29 (see page 2).
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Q. Some of us bow and some of

us genuflect when we enter our

pews. Which is right?

A. They're both right. We are giv-

ing our respect to God, re p re-

sented by the cross and pre s e n t

in the Reserved Sacrament.

Bowing is actually the older

f o rm, and more pro p e r l y

Anglican, following Saru m

( S a l i s b u ry) rite. To

“ g e n u f l e c t , ”

meaning “bend

the knee”in Latin,

is a Continental

custom, adopted

by the Anglo-

Catholic move-

m e n t .

Q. Here's another one. Some

stand, and some kneel during

the services. What's the story?  

A. Again, both practices are

right—see BCP pp. 334 and 336,

“the people stand or kneel.”

Standing is the older form ,

which is still followed by the

G reek and Russian Ort h o d o x .

The adage is, “we stand to

praise, sit for instruction, and

kneel to pray.” Kneeling was the

n o rm under the 1928 BCP.

Q. Should we genuflect or bow

b e f o re going up for communion?

A. Yes. The usual practice is to

genuflect or bow—your choice

again—in respect as we enter

closer to God. Neither is expected

when you re t u rn to your pew,

because the Real Presence of

Christ in the Eucharist is now

within you.

Q. Why do we bow our heads

when the processional cross is

c a rried past us?

A. It is a mark of re s p e c t .

Q. Why do we

keep silent

(mostly) before

s e rvices begin,

instead of chat -

ting with our

friends and

catching up on their news?

A. The time before, and after, the

s e rvice, is a time of prayer, see

BCP p. 834, and the pew cards. It

is a time for us to focus our

thoughts and pre p a re ourselves

for the service, and for us to

allow others to do the same.

A f t e rw a rds, we can catch up with

one another at the coffee hour.

Q. How about one more?  What

exactly is the Eucharist?

A. It is the sacrament of the

Body and Blood of Christ, and

the name of our principle act of

worship. It is our response to his

command, “do this.” The word

comes directly from the Gre e k

for “thanksgiving." See BCP p.

859 ff. 
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Candee Ferguson kicks off a new 

‘High Notes’ fe a tu re and talks to herself
by Candee Ferguson

As a means of getting to know

each other better, I suggested in

the May issue of “High Notes”

that we profile a diff e rent mem -

ber of the congregation each

month. To kick off this new fea -

t u re for our parish newsletter,

and keeping in mind Te rry

Parsons’ sage advice about not

asking anyone to do something

we ourselves as Ve s t ry members

would not be willing to do, I

thought it only fair that the inter -

viewer be the first interviewee. 

High Note s : Can you tell us

something about your

c h u rch background before

coming to Tr i n i t y ?

Candee Fe rg u s o n : I was

raised Catholic and attend-

ed a Catholic grade school

in my hometown of

Ottawa, Ill. I gradually fell away

f rom the church as my horizons

b roadened and I learned more

about other belief systems, such

as Buddhism and other Eastern

religions. For many years, I did

not attend any churc h .

H N : What brought you to Tr i n i t y ?

C F : I began attending serv i c e s

h e re in January 2000 when I still

lived in Madison, a 62-mile drive

f rom my apartment on the city’s

far east side. I felt at home imme-

d i a t e l y, both with the liturg y,

which was so similar to what I

had grown up with, and with the

w o n d e rful people, who were

(thankfully) nothing like those I

re m e m b e red from my youth.

Over the next few months, I went

t h rough a reawakening of my

faith in God and decided to join

the church. The next logical step

was moving to Mineral Point,

which I did in August of that

y e a r, and I was received into the

c h u rch that same month by

Bishop Roger White.

H N : How do you like to spend

your free time?

C F : I have many hobbies and

i n t e rests, including movies,

music, trivia, blogging, and col-

lecting. I love rubber art stamps

and have a massive collection of

m o re than 2,500 stamps, plus a

whole host of accessories and

gadgets that go along with that

h o b b y. I could probably open my

own store tomorro w. I have

always loved to read and have a

l a rge (too large, according to my

friends, who tell me they are

never helping me move again!)

personal library containing

e v e rything from classic British

mysteries to signed first editions

of science fiction novels to off-

beat re f e rence books, such as a

guide to Cockney rhyming slang.

In case you can’t tell, I am also a

major lifelong Anglophile.   

H N : You say you’re an avid re a d -

e r. What are some of your

favorite books?

C F : Hmmm, this is a toughie

because I have so many. There

a re certain books I read again

e v e ry few years, such as

To l k i e n ’s L o rd of the Rings t r i l o g y

and Mary Stewart ’s Art h u r i a n

saga. Some others that I re a l l y

a d o re are To Kill a Mockingbird ,

Watership Down, Vo n n e g u t ’s

Player Piano, Tristram Shandy,

M e rvyn Peake’s G o rm e n g h a s t

t r i l o g y, and The Devil in the

White City, which centers on the

1893 Wo r l d ’s Columbian

Exposition in Chicago. 

H N : If you could meet one

person, who would you

choose and why?

C F : I have always been fasci-

nated by Nikola Tesla. He

was a scientific genius, inven-

t o r, and engineer, whom more

than one biographer has called

“the man who invented the 20th

c e n t u ry.” Te s l a ’s inventions and

experiments in the fields of elec-

t r i c i t y, wireless communication,

and electromagnetism were

g ro u n d b reaking, but because he

was unconcerned about money

or fame, he died penniless and

remains relatively unknown to

this day, especially in compari-

son with his arch rival, Thomas

Edison. There are many intrigu-

ing mysteries surrounding his life

and his work that I would love to

be able to discuss with him. Did

Tesla really invent a “death ray”?

I’ve always wondere d .

“Did Tesla really

invent a ‘death ray’?

I’ve always wondered.”



TRINITY CHURCH
The Episcopal Parish

in Iowa County

409 High Street

Mineral Point, WI  53565

trinitychurchmpt@gmail.com

Summer schedule starts June 1

— S u n d ay Euch a rist at 9:00 a.m.!

Vacation Bible Camp, p re s chool to

g rade 4, June 10 , 11 , and 12 at the

I owa County Fa i rg ro u n d s , 6 : 00 – 8 : 00

p . m . P review and re g i s t ration June 8,

5 : 00–5:30 p.m. Call Geri U’Ren at 987-

2606 for details or to vo l u n te e r.

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED


